
Inspection of Yellow Brick Rd Nursery 
Clacton
St Barts Church Hall, 71a Frinton Road, Holland-on-sea, Clacton-on-sea CO15 5UH

Inspection date: 23 April 2024

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Requires improvement



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Staff provide a stimulating and engaging learning environment, which ignites 
children's fascination with the world around them. Children learn to use their 
imaginations as they play with a range of household objects. They enjoy using old 
telephones, glasses, scarfs, jewellery and hats in their pretend play. Staff provide a 
range of materials to support children's small physical development. Children use 
their fingers to explore activities, such as play dough, gloop, sand, peg boards, 
painting and chalks. This helps them to develop early writing skills.

Staff have worked hard to implement effective strategies to manage children's 
behaviour. They now have high expectations of children and set clear boundaries. 
Consequently, children behave well and understand what is expected of them. They 
show respect for each other and to the toys. Children snuggle up to staff to read 
books. While reading, staff add new words into children's vocabulary and explain 
their meaning, such as hibernate.

Staff help children to develop their social skills. They provide children with 
opportunities to share, take turns and make friends. Children show care and 
concern for others. For example, when they see another child upset, they draw 
them a picture. Staff immerse themselves in children's play. Children delight when 
staff let them brush their hair. Children use the pretend hair straighteners and 
choose from a range of hats for staff to wear.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The manager and staff have worked hard to address the weaknesses raised at 
the last two inspections. The manager now has a clear vision for the nursery's 
curriculum and ensures that all staff share and implement this vision. As a result, 
children are making good progress in all areas of learning. The manager and 
staff have worked closely with the local authority and implemented their advice 
well. The environment is now a stimulating and engaging space for all children. 

n The manager and her staff team are passionate about their roles. They have 
completed a wide range of training and use their new knowledge well. The 
manager and staff have visited other settings within their organisation to 
observe how they operate, to aid them in further improving their practice. 

n Staff get to know the children well and form strong bonds with them. Staff visit 
their homes prior to children starting to gain as much information about them as 
possible. This enables the move to the nursery to be as positive as it can be for 
the children and their parents.

n Parents are really pleased with the nursery. They get daily feedback about their 
children's day. They are fully involved in the planning for their children's future 
learning. As a result, they can provide consistent support for their children's 

Inspection report: Yellow Brick Rd Nursery Clacton
23 April 2024 2



learning at home. 
n Staff provide a variety of opportunities to promote children's love of reading. 

There are books situated in various areas of the setting, including the garden. 
Children enjoy listening to stories in group activities. They are able to recall the 
story and predict what might happen next. 

n Children get to experience the local community around them. Staff take them on 
outings to the nearby care home, the beach, the library and they often take 
rides on the bus too.

n The provider ensures that staff well-being is a priority. She ensures that all staff 
feel fully supported in their roles and have the support for their health and well-
being when they need it. As a result, staff are happy and thoroughly enjoy 
working at the nursery. 

n The manager has a good oversight of children's progress. She monitors 
assessments regularly and identifies any gaps in learning. The manager then 
supports staff to implement the appropriate interventions. 

n Sometimes, staff assume all children know how to use the activities that are 
freely available. However, it tends to be the confident and most-able children 
who benefit from these activities most. As a result, quieter and less-able children 
have fewer opportunities to access their full learning potential. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n strengthen the curriculum so that learning is equally as purposeful for those 
children that are quieter or less able. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2610242

Local authority Essex

Inspection number 10296978

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register

Day care type Sessional day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

2 to 4

Total number of places 24

Number of children on roll 31

Name of registered person Yellow Brick Rd Nursery Ltd

Registered person unique 
reference number 2565557

Telephone number 07916230196

Date of previous inspection 11 May 2023

Information about this early years setting

Yellow Brick Rd Nursery Clacton registered in 2020. The nursery employs seven 
members of childcare staff; of these, six hold appropriate early years qualifications 
at level 3. The nursery opens from Monday to Thursday during term time only. 
Sessions are from 9am until 12 midday, and 1pm until 4pm with a lunch club from 
12 midday to 1pm. The nursery provides funded early education for two-, three- 
and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Daniella Adams
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Inspection activities

n The inspector discussed any continued impact of the pandemic with the provider 
and has taken that into account in the evaluation of the provider.

n The manager joined the inspector on a learning walk and talked to the inspector 
about her curriculum and what she wants children to learn.

n Children spoke to the inspector during the inspection.
n The inspector talk to staff at appropriate times during the inspection and took 

account of their views.
n Parents shared their views with the inspector about the nursery. 
n The inspector and manager carried out a joint observation of an activity.
n The inspector looked at relevant documentation and reviewed evidence of the 

suitability of staff working in the nursery. 

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2024
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